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VIA FACSIMILE 
 
11 March 2004 
 
Michael J. Copps, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
RE: FCC Historic Preservation Policies 
 WT Docket No. 03-128 
 
Dear Commissioner Copps, 
 
The Federal Communications Commission is in the midst of a historic rulemaking proceeding. As the 
Commission works to retool its licensees’ National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 policies, I would like to 
ask that Commissioners like yourself take the opportunity to solicit more input from the historic preservation 
community. For nearly three years Commission staff, members of industry, and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation have discussed Section 106 compliance policies. Despite the many resources committed to these 
negotiations, there remain many unresolved issues. Among them are the fact that neither the Commission nor the 
parties involved in the negotiations have solicited expert advice from landscape architects, architectural historians, 
and cultural geographers – practitioners of the disciplines most involved in evaluating visual impacts. The 
proposed rules under consideration lack the very important insights professionals from these disciplines might 
provide that better tailors the compliance process for FCC licensees in ways that make it less expensive and less 
time consuming while at the same time ensuring that the Commission’s actions are consistent with the letter and 
spirit of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
 
I would also urge the Commission to reconsider excluding existing communications facilities from Section 106 
review. These facilities are in many cases the only tangible evidence of the Commission’s significant contribution 
to American history. Among them are early FM radio towers and the infrastructure that facilitated the spread of 
television and microwave communications. Appended to this letter is a recent newsletter article discussing the 
pitfalls of excluding the construction of replacement communications towers from Section 106 review. Thank you 
for your continued interest in this matter. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
David S. Rotenstein, Ph.D. 
 
Attachment: “Looking out for the FCC’s Towers,” Lookout Network. (The Newsletter of the Forest Fire Lookout 
Association, Inc.) Vol 15(1): 12-13 (2004). 






